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doubted the strength of the two great Empires.
Yet within a century from the death of Philip II.
the cabinets of Europe were discussing in what way
Spain should be dismembered, as they have been
discussing for two generations past on xvhorn the
inheritance of the Turk in Europe shall devolve. It
can hardly have been religious bigotry that destroyed
Spain, for its place in Europe was taken by France,
which, under Louis XIV., was almost as intolerant of
heresy as Spain had ever been. It can hardly have
been the drain of colonies, for those colonies were
fostering Spanish trade and contributing revenue to
the exchequer; and colonies, poorer and not much
more wisely administered, made England a great
power. It can scarcely have been comparative
barbarism that ruined the Turk, for the conquerors
of Constantinople compared as well for civilisation
with the degenerate race they overthrew as the Poles
and Russians, who have inflicted the severest losses
upon them, compare with the Turks. The truth surely
is, that we may extend Bacon's axiom, by saying, that
if the nation which cultivates war absorbingly is bound
to achieve great success} it is bound also to do it at
the cost, within measurable time, of its place among
the nations of the world.

It may be argued that all the instances quoted
are those in which the immediate agent of dissolution
has been defeat in war. It is easy to imagine the
inferior races increasing more rapidly than they do
upon the higher, but difficult to suppose that they
will ever be in such numbers as to crush superior
skill and energy by brute weight. It is not, how-
ever, the purpose of this argument to assume that
Europe is ever likely to be overrun by the Chinese,